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(YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NAME) was named favorite (CATEGORY NAME) in
GEORGIA Magazine’s 2009 Readers’ Choice Awards contest
(YOUR CITY, GA)—(YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NAME) won the applause of GEORGIA Magazine readers in the magazine’s 2009 Readers’ Choice Awards contest, as published in its October 2009 issue. In the contest, loyal readers nominated their favorite Georgia people, places and things. (YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NAME) won in the (CATEGORY NAME) category.
“It’s a tough decision for our readers to narrow down their top choices; they nominated a wide range of destinations in each category for the 2009 Readers’ Choice Awards contest,” says GEORGIA Magazine Editor Ann Orowski. “I think that proves that we have so many wonderful options to choose from for dining, shopping, recreational activities and vacation destinations across our state!”
This year’s Readers’ Choice Awards contest, the fourth of its kind, confirms that GEORGIA Magazine’s readers love to explore the state! For Best Historic Site, Roosevelt’s Little White House State Historic Site in Warm Springs garnered the top spot.  Other top picks included Fort Pulaski, Andersonville National Historic Site, Stone Mountain Park and Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.  Readers voted for Helen as their Favorite Mountain Destination, followed by Blue Ridge, Dahlonega and Brasstown Bald. Beautiful Tybee Island was named the Favorite Beach Destination, followed by Jekyll Island and St. Simons.
GEORGIA Magazine readers also know a thing or two about Southern food and good eating.  They head to Williamson Bros. Bar-B-Q in Marietta, named Favorite Place to Get Barbecue, and to The Crab Shack on Tybee Island, tagged as the Favorite Place to Get Seafood. Other top barbecue restaurants included Fresh Air, Country’s Barbecue, Billy Bob’s, Backstreet and Sprayberry’s Barbecue. Uncle Bubba’s, Dockside Seafood House, Little Hawaiian and the Atlanta Fish Market also ranked high in the seafood restaurant category.
Looking for the top spots to visit in the state? For Favorite Day Trip, GEORGIA Magazine readers love Helen, followed by Stone Mountain Park, Callaway Gardens and Savannah. To take in a round of golf, check out Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, or one of their other favorite picks: Little Ocmulgee State Park and Lodge in Helena, or Fairfield Plantation in Villa Rica. If it’s a longer stay you’re after, then head for Savannah, named Favorite Weekend Getaway, along with Helen, St. Simons and Tybee Island.
Readers love the hometown charm of Hartwell, named Favorite Small Town to Live In. Other top picks included Carrollton, Dahlonega and Tybee Island. 
When shopping for unique treasures, readers stop at Pendergrass Flea Market, named Favorite Flea Market. They also liked Keller’s Flea Market, J&J Flea Market, Smiley’s Flea Market and West Georgia Flea Market—where all sorts of bargains abound. And when browsing for antiques, Restoration House in Hartwell is their top shop, followed by the Scott Antique Market, Jere’s Antiques and Whistle Stop Antique Mall.
Georgia attracts all kinds of fun festivals, musical and performing artists and interesting cultural events. Carrollton’s MeccaFest Fine Arts Festival was voted Favorite Annual Event; other best bets include Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day festivities, the Tybee Island Pirate Festival and Atlanta’s Dogwood Festival.  Readers chose the High Museum of Art in Atlanta as the Favorite Museum, followed by Fernbank Museum of Natural History, the Museum of Aviation, Telfair Museum of Art and the Dahlonega Gold Museum. And where do GEORGIA Magazine readers like to see a live show or band? Atlanta’s Fabulous Fox Theatre garnered the top spot; other favorites were Carrollton’s Cultural Arts Center, the Hart County Community Theatre, the Springer Opera House and the Holly Theatre. 

In the Favorite Georgia Writer/Author category, readers chose Margaret Mitchell, who penned the classic “Gone With the Wind” in 1936. Other favorite Georgia authors are Terry Kay of Athens and Mary Kay Andrews of Atlanta, as well as Lewis Grizzard and Flannery O’Connor. 

Readers also selected their favorite feature stories from 2008. The winning article was June 2008’s article on “50 must-see places in Georgia” by Mary Ann Anderson. Other top stories included “From minors to manager,” a conversation with Braves manager Bobby Cox, featuring a look back at his career, by Bill Shanks (April 2008 issue); “Faith, family and football,” catching up with Georgia Bulldogs head football coach Mark Richt, by Byron McCombs (July 2008); and “Saving Spitfire and other sea turtles,” taking a look at the work by Dr. Terry Norton and the staff at the Georgia Sea Turtle Center at Jekyll Island, by Kristine F. Anderson (August 2008).

GEORGIA Magazine is the official publication of Tucker-based Georgia Electric Membership Corporation (GEMC). It is the largest circulation monthly magazine in the state with more than 1.5 million readers each month.  Georgia’s EMCs provide safe, reliable power to 4.3 million people and cover approximately 73 percent of the state’s land mass. For more information on GEORGIA Magazine, call (770) 270-6950 or visit www.georgiamagazine.org.

# # #
